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region, worked together in a precarious harness of enforced
cooperation. But upon expiration in 1936 of the TVA's
contracts to use private transmission lines, open war broke
out, with the corporation's president Wendell Willkie lead-
ing the squadrons of private enterprise. A limited victory for
the TVA, gained from a Supreme Court decision in 1936
holding that construction of the Wilson Dam was constitu-
tional, was enormously reenforced three years later when the
tribunal ruled that private companies had no legal right to
protection from TVA competition. Seeing that the game was
up, Willkie sold the facilities of the Tennessee Electric Power
Company to the TVA, and other utilities in Tennessee, Ala-
bama and Mississippi followed suit*
Through its power of appropriation Congress alone held
a whip hand over this half-a-billion-dollar property, which
would require several more years of construction beyond the
end of this decade to complete its twenty-one dams and at
least thirty years of operation before it became a "paid-out**
investment With a few notable exceptions, such as Tennes-
see's pork-barrel devotee Senator Kenneth D. McKellar, the
majority of the lawmakers acquiesced in the view of TVA
Chairman David Lilienthal that "a river has no politics/' Its
personnel were chosen and promoted on the merit system
under the TVA's exclusive responsibility, the sole instance
of this method in the whole system of permanent federal
agencies. Not only did the staff appear to be well insulated
from political tampering but, in accord with the philosophy
of regionalism, they represented a wide geographical selec-
tion, and were frequently loaned to junior projects, like the
Northwest's Bonneville Dam or South Carolina's Santee-
Cooper development
Though the TVA offered the only completely integrated
project in regional planning—a "demonstration unit" not
merely for the nation but the world, as its steady stream of
visitors bore witness—kindred developments were in the bud*
The president and his National Resources Committee tended

